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The course is intended to present the concepts and principles of research, and to advise on
how to set out, implement and complete a research project. It is designed to introduce the
student to basic concepts and problems encountered in social scientific investigation,
including types of data and measurement, Sarnphng, probability, and research design. This
course has 2 related but separable aims:

1. To provide students with a critical awareness and understanding of the range of different
methodological approaches that may be adopted in research, together with an understanding
of the beliefs and assumptions that underlie them.

2. To provide students with the background necessary to enable them to formulate and plan
their own research and, in particular, their own dissertation.

X Rk o [EfEE - XEtshek - (B - KEgE - OEMm () o

25% Mid-term examination, 25% Final examination, 10% Attendance and in-class and
online participation. 40% presentation and group report
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5. American Pshcoloogical Assoc1at10n.(2001).Pub11cat1011 manual of the american
Psychological Association(5rd ed.) Washington, DC. American Psychological Association.

6. Krathwohl, D. R. (1995) Socail and behavioral science research. Jossey-Bass Publishers.

7. Creswell, J. W.(2002).Research design: Qualitative,quantitative and mixed methods
approaches.(2™ edition). Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.College

8. Brown, J. D.(1988).Understanding research in second language learning : A teacher’s guide
to statistics and research design.New York: Cambridge University Press.

9. Sekaran, U. (2003) Research methods for business: A skill building approach (4" edition),
John Wiley & Sons, Inc.
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5 8 (2/2)

Week 1 Course introduction and Assessment weighting
Week 2 Introduction to Research and Scientific Investigation
Week 3 Technology and Business Research

Week 4 The Research Process: Steps 1 to 3: the Broad Problem Area, Preliminary Data gathering
and Problem definition

Week 5 The Research Process: Steps 4 to 5: theoretical Framework Hypothesis Development the
Broad Problem Area, Preliminary Data Gathering and Problem Definition

Week 6 The Research Process: Steps 6: Elements of Research Design

Week 7 Experimental Designs

Week 8 Measurement of Variables Operational Definition and Scales

Week 9 Mid-Term Examination

Week 10 | Measurement: Scaling, Reliability and Validity

Week 11 | Data Collection Methods

Week 12 | Sampling

Week 13 | Data Analysis and Interpretation

Week 14 | The Research Report and Managerial Decision Making and Research

Week 15 | Presentation

Week 16 | Presentation

Week 17 | National Holiday

( Week 18 | Final Examination

SPECIFIC ISSUES ARISING FROM MARKING RESEARCH METHODS PROPOSALS

Some notable weak points which must lose marks:

e references made to authors not listed in the bibliography

e statements made but unsupported by references or sources (i.e. unsupported assertions);

e lack of context for the research issue — what does it relate to? what is it based upon?

e absence of any prior literature of substance in the proposal — at worst a proposal with #o evidence of knowledge of prior
literature;

o plagiarism — direct quotations which are not given speech marks or referenced.

Good proposals showed:

e a good range of literature on the method;

e a good range of literature on the research issue

e evidence of preliminary investigation into the issue (for example an interview, a preliminary review of the literature, basic
data collection);

e a grounding of the proposal in one of the courses taken in the degree

Some suggestions:

e a research proposal must be grounded and based upon a literature. If not based on a course you have taken (the ideal
situation) you have to do some reading yourself. Proposals based on courses taken are nearly always stronger.

e A proposal is immeasurably strengthened by a clear consistency between research issue, method, literature and potential
findings

e  Why not use some of the experience gained in the RM presentations? Either your own presentations or those of]

colleagues. Reference to papers (e.g. those used in break out sessions) could greatly enhance the proposal.

Why not use some of the material from the RM course?

Why not use material from other courses?

Why not follow the guidance notes provided and/or the draft proposal on “Pigs Can Fly”?

If your intended research method is a literature review it needs to reflect a wide literature and, centrally, have a specific

justification of the perspective taken.;

e A replication is a good place to start — if you are doing this, why not make it more obvious that you are following a
particular piece of work? However, slavish adherence to the words, methods and tests of the paper it is intended to be
replicated will almost certainly lead to penalties being imposed.
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